CRIPPLE CREEK

Gold was first discovered in Poverty Gulch, also known as Cripple Creek in about 1890 by Bob Womack who sent his gold off to a dishonest assayer and so sold his stake for $500, a mistake which cost him around $5 million. This was the start of the Colorado Gold Rush.

First discovered in 1949, the passage had often been looked at by various teams, all of whom eventually gave up or found something better to do, the last I know of being the NCC in the 1990’s. I’d been looking for years, on and off, but never found it.

A trip with Neil, digging in another part of the cave set me off thinking about it again. Three trips in four days followed; the first eliminated some possibilities and gave me a good idea of where to look, the second, on the back of another digging trip located the entrance to it. The third trip confirmed that it had finally been found and we entered passage that had, in all probability, not been entered since the NCC had dug here.

The passage ended in an intriguing dig. A flat out section had been dug in sand for about one metre (maybe a little more), there was a good draught with about half a metre to what appeared to be an enlargement, we were hooked!

Digging was easy and progress was quick. We had planned to dig on the Bank holiday Monday but, the day before, we had done the Welsh 3000’s and so were completely knackered! As this was to have been the breakthrough trip the name ‘Cripple Creek’ was chosen due to the state of our legs. On the fifth trip a breakthrough was made, the crawl was pushed through to a small chamber formed by a hading rift. More short digs and small chambers followed, the suddenly we broke into a walking size passage with a small stream. Upstream went for about 30m to an aven (5m) with passage above. Downstream was too tight but five minutes digging gained entry to an enlargement with a second stream entering from a too tight inlet on the left. On downstream was a beautiful passage with many false floors which ended all too soon at a calcite blockage. Beyond the blockage open passage was visible, we scrabbled around desperately searching for something to aid our breakthrough. A couple of fist size rocks and a large lump of calcite were found and we proceeded to batter away at the blockage. Half an hour later and with sore hands we had produced an opening just large enough to squeeze through. Immediately beyond was a calcite arch with a stal. from floor to ceiling in the middle. We carefully passed this to enter a tight rift, which was pushed to a boulder blockage, again with large passage visible beyond. Without a hammer, no further progress could be made.

On the next trip we hammered the boulder just enough to get through (all those who passed this obstacle received bruising to chest and back and, as it was a little unstable and likely to slip and block our exit we resolved to cap it on the next trip), beyond were more false floors and a way down to stream level to a very tight rift which ended at a small enlargement and a complete blockage. Back at roof level it was possible to traverse over the false floors to a climb down into a chamber with a magnificent layered mud bank. Once again the only way on was at roof level, but, unfortunately, this time the only way to gain the passage (which needed digging) was by scaling pole or bolting across the roof.

Over the next two trips the offending boulder mentioned above was capped and we bolted up to the passage and began digging in the passage at roof level. We were encouraged by a good echo but the mud in the passage turned to liquid which made even moving in the confined space difficult let alone digging, however progress was made and by the end of two ten hour trips the end was in sight. We were at the foot of a large chamber or aven with just two rocks to move in order to gain entry, we were too tired to dig any more so had to leave the dig, various commitments meant that no return could be made for three weeks.

	Saturday 27th March
	Dave, Neil
	Search

	Tuesday 30th March
	Dave, Bill, Gavin
	Search

	Wednesday 1st April
	Dave, Neil, Pete
	Locate entrance

	Friday 3rd April
	Dave, Bill, Nick
	Visit end / Dig

	Thursday 8th April
	Dave, Brian, Simon
	1st dig session

	Friday 9th April
	Dave, Bill
	More digging, de-rigged rope

	Saturday 25th April
	Dave, Neil
	Re-rigged rope carried drag trays and dug

	Wednesday 28th April
	Bill, Neil
	More digging / pushing

	Thursday 6th May
	Dave, Neil, Brian, Richard
	1st breakthrough

	Sunday 9th May
	Dave, Neil, Bill, Simon, Rich
	2nd breakthrough

	Saturday 15th May
	D, N, Bi, R,Johnny, HenryC
	Climb pit, & upstream aven

	Wednesday 19th May
	Dave, Neil, Johnny
	Start Survey, JB dug end

	Saturday 22nd May
	D,N,Bi,S,H,Br, Pete O’Neil
	Survey and dig

	
	
	

	
	
	


